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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The World Is Full Of Married Men is a popular romance novel targeted primarily at women. The 
book was first published in 1968. It was classified as ‘Indecent in the hands of persons under the 
age of 18 years old’ by the Indecent Publications Tribunal (IPT) in 1969. It has been submitted, 
along with a number of other books, by the Auckland Libraries because of the time that has 
elapsed since that initial decision. 

The sexual activity described in this publication is unlikely to disturb contemporary readers or 
influence their behaviour. The brevity of the sexual descriptions and their highly colloquial 
manner limits their effect. The melodrama concerning the aftermath of the sexual trysts often 
overwhelms the sexual subject matter in a way that will limit its appeal to younger readers who 
have no such experience in adult sexual affairs. It is unlikely the book could cause injury to 
readers of any age, particularly very young readers who will not be able to penetrate the text in 
any meaningful way. 






The previous classification by the IPT is indicative of a cultural and historical context and view of 
morality that has shifted since the classification was decided upon. Decisions by the Classification 
Office must reflect changing public values in order to be demonstrably justifiable in terms of the 
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act. The book's genre is significant, as is the already widespread 
availability of that genre with little apparent associated harm. To limit the right to freedom of 
expression on the grounds of potential harm by restricting this publication’s availability, with no 
evidence of such harm, would be unreasonable and not demonstrably justified, and thus contrary 
to the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. The publication must therefore be classified 
unrestricted. This classification does not limit the right to freedom of expression. 



